WSAVA NEWS

All change

The new Czech Small Animal Veterinary
Association President
President: Dr Milos Urban
Thanks and best wishes to Past President Dr Jiri Beranek
for all his good work organizing the WSAVA World
Congress in Prague.

The new WSAVA Executive Board
President: Mr David Wadsworth
President Elect: Prof Jolle Kirpensteijn
Vice President: Prof Peter Ihrke
Past President: Dr Brian Romberg
Honorary Secretary: Dr Walt Ingwersen
Honorary Treasurer: Dr Diane Sheehan
Executive member: Dr Veronica Leong

International Veterinary Ear, Nose and
Throat Association
New WSAVA representative: Dr Gert ter Haar

ESVC – WSAVA’s newest affiliate member

The new FASAVA Executive Board

The European Society of Veterinary Cardiology (ESVC) is
a non-profit association of veterinary cardiologists,
non-specialist veterinarians who have an interest in
veterinary cardiology, and non-veterinarians with an
interest in veterinary cardiology. For further information,
please visit ESVC website www.esvcardio.com. ■

Chairman: Dr Parntep Ratanakorn
Past Chairman: Dr Roger Clarke
Honorary Secretary: Dr Veronica Leong
Honorary Treasurer: Dr Matthew Retchford
Executive member: Dr Geoffrey Chen

CE in Latin America
The second phase of the
WSAVA CE programme in Latin
America was a great success

WSAVA CE in
Latin America

Comparative Pathology in 1888, which
remains an important vehicle for
dissemination of research in this area.

Pre-Congress ESVC Day

D

r Luis Tello coordinated the very first WSAVA CE event in Costa Rica,
which was enjoyed by 150 delegates. The CE topics were radiology
and ultrasonography, presented by our guest speaker, Dr Daniel Saez.
The audience was very appreciative as WSAVA is one of the very few CE
providers in the country. In Panama, at the second WSAVA CE event that we
have held in that country, Dr Saez presented a similar programme. Eighty
practitioners participated and the feedback was very good.
Dr Javier Green provided CE lectures in Uruguay and Argentina, covering
neurology and neurosurgery. The attendance was excellent in both countries
– 95 in Uruguay and more than 200 in Argentina – and again very good
comments were received on the quality of the lectures.
Please visit the WSAVA CE Meetings page at www.wsava.org for more
information on past and upcoming events. ■

session of active audience participation
using case studies and multi-media.
Please visit the ESVC website for more
information (http://esvcardio.com/site/
view/137408_EventDetails.pml). ■

A pre-Congress event will be held on
Wednesday 2 June 2010 by our newest
affiliate member, the European Society of
Veterinary Cardiology (ESVC). This CE
event will examine the most important
diagnostic and therapeutic features of
canine and feline heart diseases.
Emphasis is placed on disorders of
greatest relevance to small animal practice.
Lectures in the morning and early
afternoon will be supplemented by a
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Asian veterinary associations do not
share a common language, but share
a common geography in which small
animal veterinary medicine is a
relatively new and rapidly growing field.
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FASAVA facts

and Taiwan were involved over the following
three years. Finally, at a WSAVA CE
meeting in Taipei in 2005, the decision to
form FASAVA was made. The 1st FASAVA
conference was held in conjunction with the
WSAVA 2007 Congress in Sydney.
FASAVA is an association of
associations, in a similar manner to
WSAVA, and applications can be accepted
from all associations in the region. FASAVA
grew out of the WSAVA and will work in
partnership with the WSAVA whenever the
two come together.

Three days in Bangkok

More than 2000
delegates enjoyed the
2nd FASAVA Congress in
Bangkok, just four years
after the Association was
formed – so how did
FASAVA come about?
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ASAVA arose from a realisation by a
group of vets in the Asia-Pacific area
that there was a need for an
international small animal veterinary group
to act as a forum for their specific regional
needs. Asian veterinary associations do
not share a common language, but share a
common geography in which small animal
veterinary medicine is a relatively new and
rapidly growing field.
In 2002, a group from various small
animal veterinary associations across Asia
met at the 27th WSAVA Congress in
Grenada, Spain, to discuss the formation of
such an organisation. As the Chairman of
WSAVA CE in Asia, Dr Roger Clarke was
asked to assist, and representatives from
Australia, China, Hong Kong, Iran, Japan,
Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Thailand

The 2nd FASAVA Congress 2009 was held
in Bangkok, Thailand, on 3–5 November,
2009, with a theme of “A Drive for Asian
Synergy”. The congress was a great
success and was the largest standalone
small animal veterinary conference in Asia,
with more than 2000 participants attending.
The Princess of Thailand hosted the
opening ceremony and gave a warm
welcome to the guests from all over the
world. There were more than 50 lectures of
different disciplines including endoscopy,
imaging, dentistry, practice management,
cardiology, gastroenterology, urology,
welfare, clinical pathology, anaesthesiology,
endocrinology, internal medicine,
neurology, dermatology, soft tissue surgery,
orthopaedics, nutrition, parasitology,
acupuncture, behaviour, avian medicine,
rehabilitation, veterinary leadership, and
veterinary public health. Two State-of-theArt Lectures (SOTALs) were presented, one
by Dr Michael Lappin on zoonotic issues of
the cat and the other by Dr Takuo Ishida
covering canine and feline clinical
pathology.
The 2011 meeting of FASAVA will be
held in conjunction with the WSAVA
Congress in Jeju, South Korea. Please visit
the FASAVA website (www.fasava.org) for
more information. ■

THE companion INTERVIEW

Lord
Soulsby
Lord Soulsby, or Ernest Jackson Lawson Baron Soulsby of Swaffham Prior,
to use his full title, is a distinguished microbiologist and parasitologist
He was born on 23 June 1926 in Haltwistle, Northumberland, before his farming
parents took him and his brother to live in Sowerby. After leaving the Queen Elizabeth
Grammar School in Penrith he did his veterinary degree in Edinburgh, graduating in
1948, when he spent some time in general practice in Cumbria. He completed a PhD
at Edinburgh and received an MA from Cambridge in 1954. Lord Soulsby began an
impressive academic career as a lecturer at Bristol and Cambridge, before becoming
Professor of Parasitology, University of Pennsylvania (1964–1978) and Chairman of the
Department of Pathobiology (1965–1978). He then returned to the UK to become
Professor of Animal Pathology at the University of Cambridge and Dean of the School
of Veterinary Medicine (1978–1993). He also has Honorary Degrees from the
Universities of Pennsylvania, Edinburgh, Leon, Peradeniya, Glasgow, Liverpool,
St George’s, Grenada and Lincoln, and is an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Society of
Medicine, Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and Royal College of Pathologists, and
a Founding Fellow of the Academy of Medical Sciences. Lord Soulsby is also a Past
President of both the Royal Society of Medicine and the Royal College of Veterinary
Surgeons. Added to this impressive record, Lord Soulsby is an author or co-author of
14 books and more than 200 articles in scientific journals, and in 2009 received the
JA Wight Memorial award from the BSAVA

Q
A

You have become well known within the
profession through your work in the Lords.
When were you ennobled and why do you
think you were chosen for this honour?
I was ennobled in 1990. I believe I was chosen
because the House of Lords needed someone
with veterinary experience. I had created a
nuisance of myself when the Riley Committee
recommended closure of the Cambridge Veterinary
School, of which I was Dean. I spent a lot of time
lobbying ministers to keep the school open and in the
end we were successful.

Has your experience as a veterinary surgeon been
helpful in the Lords?
As the only veterinary surgeon in the House of Lords,
indeed in either House, many consider me as a fount
of knowledge about animals, their health, breeding
and welfare. I hope they are not too disappointed
when I plead ignorance on certain points. However, in
the House of Lords, there are many peers who have
strong associations and experience with livestock and
farming and they speak with authority on animal
issues, especially when passing an opinion on the
role of Defra in farming. Possibly my particular

➥
companion

| 29

THE companion INTERVIEW

…my experience indicates
the profession needs to
have a stronger lobby
in parliament…

unlike the more centralised system at Cambridge. Both
the university and the USA in general were very kind to
me. I served on several senior national and
international committees and developed good
contacts with people in Washington, such as the
National Institutes of Health and the US Senate.
What have been your main interests outside work?
My hobbies are collecting antique maps, gardening
and travel.

➦

strength lies in my detailed experience of animal
disease, both in this country and in the developing
world, and in zoonotic diseases. When opinions are
sought of me there is usually a coincidence of opinion.
There is strong support for the veterinary profession,
though I believe the profession could do more to
publicise the wide range of abilities and concerns it
has. My experience indicates the profession needs to
have a stronger lobby in parliament.
What differences/similarities did you notice
between the academic world at Cambridge
Veterinary School and the House?
There are more similarities than differences between
the Lords and academic life. Many peers have
experience in their previous professional life of
expressing their opinion in an orderly manner. That is
also the way debates are conducted in University
Academic Boards and College Councils. So
participants in both situations have the ability to give
way to another speaker and await their turn to speak. It
is always a delight to hear a well constructed and
honed speech, comparable to one in a University
Senate and free of interruptions.
Your academic career as a veterinary parasitologist
also took you to the University of Pennsylvania
(1964–1978). How did the experience of working at
a US university compare with life back home?
I very much enjoyed working in the American
university system, especially at the University of
Pennsylvania. At that institution, authority is very much
devolved to the heads of departments and Dean,
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Who has been the most inspiring influence on your
professional career?
In the wider world, that would be Sir Winston Churchill.
In the veterinary sphere, I would say Sir William
Weipers, the Dean of the Glasgow Veterinary School.
Sir William had remarkable foresight in the areas of
veterinary education and the need to promote
research at the schools. I was fortunate that we
became good friends.
What is the most significant lesson you have
learned so far in life?
The importance of honesty.
If you were given unlimited political power, what
would you do with it?
I would greatly strengthen the Government role in
animal health and welfare, including companion
animals. I would also re-establish the separate Animal
Health Division with an independent CVO.
If you could change one thing about your
appearance or personality, what would it be?
As I am wheelchair-bound it would be good to have
my right leg back! It was amputated three and a half
years ago. Otherwise a few more inches to my height
would be useful but it is too late now!
What is your most important possession?
My house and home which, of course, includes my
wife, Annette.
What would you have done if you hadn’t chosen to
be a vet?
I would have read law to become a barrister. ■

Exotic
excellence
For those unexpected
patients… a new edition of the
original Exotic Pets Manual offering
you a firm foundation to your exotics knowledge
A starting point, designed to provide busy
practitioners with a quick guide and the basic
knowledge that enables them to deal professionally
with a particular species, even if it is unfamiliar.
Anna Meredith, Cathy Johnson-Delaney

Completely updated and revised
Expanded coverage of: Amphibians; African pygmy
hedgehogs; Marsupials
■ Featured for the first time: Alligators; Skunks; Ostriches
■ Standard format within chapters to aid information retrieval
■ Filled with beautiful colour images
■
■

Member price: £49
Non-member price: £75

Available February 2010
see website for more details
Want more in-depth information? BSAVA can give you that too

